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Discipline in the people's army, despite Pugachev's severity, was
lax. Every regiment or detachment tried to operate independently in
battle. The peasants fought bravely as long as they were near their
own villages, but deserted the army when it moved elsewhere.

Pugachev issued "manifestos" in the name of Emperor Peter III
in which he promised the people ploughlands, woods, pasturage,
waters, fisheries, salt deposits, etc. He promised to free the peasants
from the "yoke of slavery" and give them back their freedom. He
promised to relieve the entire population of the burdensome poll tax.
He called the nobles villains and ordered them put to death. In rebel-
ling against the landlords the peasants believed that a "good tsar"
would rid them of serfdom, and in Pugachev they saw precisely such
a "good tsar."

Pugachev's Successes,   At the end of 1773 Pugachev defeated
A government detachment sent under General Kar to relieve besieged
Orenburg. This victory over the regular troops created ,a tremendous
impression both in the rebel areas and in the rest of the country. The
nobles were seized with panic. Even in localities hundreds of miles
from the Volga landlords  awaited with trepidation the appearance
of the dreaded Pugachev. Large forces .of the regular army under the
command of General Bibikov were sent out against the insurgents.
The peasant war brought forth, many gifted and valiant  com-
manders of people's detachments. Tne gallant Salavat Yulayev led
the Bashkir cavalry. Salavat Yulayev was a poet whose songs breathed
boundless love for his native land, for its fields and forests and nomad
camps. Another gifted commander, Ivan Beloborodov, came from the
ranks of the Urals workers. Ataman, Ivan Zarubin, a simple  Yaik
Cossack popularly  called  Chika,   on  more than one occasion de-
feated tsarist troops. When Pugachev approached Orenburg he was
met by a serf named Afanasi Khlopusha who had been sent by the
governor of Orenburg to set fire to the powder stores of the insurgents
and persuade the Cossacks to desert the uprising. But   Khlopusha
went over to the side of Pugachev and became one of his closest asso-
ciates. He was put in command of a detachment and his swift and
sudden attacks spread terror among the nobles.

In March 1774 Pugachev was defeated near Orenburg and com*
pelled to raise his siege of the city. Ketreating from his pursuers, he
moved to Bashkiria, where his ranks were once more reinforced by
local metallurgical workers, Russian peasants and Bashkirs. This
enabled Pugachev to turn toward the Kama and make for Kazan,
the administrative centre of the entire Volga area, whose capture would
have had an important influence on the further trend of the uprising.
Pugachev came up to Kazan in July 1774. Guns were brought
up to the city under cover of a supply train with hay and straw. At the-
same time a body of unarmed factory peasants stealthily made it&